Springbank Links Ladies Night

Welcome to the 2011 golf Season!

Our goal for your 2011 ladies night golf experience is that you have fun, learn something new about the game, meet some new people and improve your own game in some way.

There are a few things that need to be mentioned before the season begins.

Firstly, we will play a variety of games this year.  The ladies night games schedule is posted on Springbank Link’s web site.  Greg Johnson will be keeping this schedule updated and will also post the previous week’s winners.  To access the info, go to springbanklinks.com.  On the left hand side of the home page there is a drop down “main menu”.  Once you have opened the drop down, click on Men’s/Ladies/Junior night.  One last click on Ladies Night and the whole season is in front of you!

We are striving to make ladies night a “fun competition”.  Keeping this in mind, it is important that everyone play by the same set of rules.  Golf is a game of honesty and integrity and we ask for your cooperation with this.   The scoring requirements are as follows:
1. Every player MUST have an established handicap (or be working on establishing one)

2. Score cards MUST have each player’s FULL name on them (first and last)

3. Score cards are handed in to pro shop as soon as your round is completed

4. Scores MUST be entered into the RCGA handicap system

5. Greg Johnson will be in the pro shop and will assist any player needing help to enter their score

6. Scores are to be entered “hole-by-hole”.  This eliminates any confusion over “adjusted” scores for the “Equitable Stroke Control”

7. NO scores are to be adjusted on the course (unless you are using the 10 strokes/hole maximum and moving on)

8.  Please ensure that you are entering your score from the correct tee box
9. “Scoring” in golf is easy – EVERY time you take a whack at that little white ball (whether you actually hit it or not) it counts as a stroke!

We will continue to monitor scoring and score cards to ensure that everyone is playing by the same rules.  

The other thing we need to mention is tee time booking.  Advance booking for members of SBLGC that have paid their annual due, is 10 days.  Advance booking for non members is 5 days.  There are NO exceptions to this rule.  Players will be allowed to book ONE tee time only and they MUST play in that tee time.  If you are going to be away for an extended period of time, you will have to call from wherever you are and book within the allowed time frame.  You will NOT be able to book weeks ahead just because you are going on holiday.
We have decided to continue with our monthly “mixer” nights.  On the last Wednesday of each month, players will be allowed to book for NO MORE than 2.  So, if you have a “usual foursome” you will only be able to play with 2 from your “regular” group.  (The other 2 players in your group can book in the tee time immediately before or after you).  This should help us get to know a few others that play Ladies night.  If we find that players have ignored this request and booked in their “usual foursomes” they will be split up and “bumped” to different tee times by the pro shop staff.  Please try and use this opportunity to meet someone new and enjoy your evening.  

The players of SBLGC Ladies Night have decided to continue their support of the Women In Need Society (WINS).  Last season, we raised $1,732.00 cash and 2.5 truck loads of used good for WINS.  Our cash donations were matched by the management of Springbank Links Golf Course and Hewitt Oil to bring the total cash donation to $5,196.00.  (Thanks again, ladies).  This year, we have our sights set even higher, and will continue with our fund raising efforts throughout the season.  (The “Winnie” piggy bank will be available every week for your spare change, fines for swearing, etc).  We have a fund raising evening planned for June and hope that you will continue to support our efforts.  (We would also like to invite any Ladies Night players to challenge each other again).  Any player making a donation to WINS in excess of $20.00 can receive a receipt for income tax purposes IF they make sure that one of the Ladies Night committee take their donation IN HAND so that it can be recorded and totaled throughout the season.  (Tax receipts are mailed out by WINS in Nov).

Handicaps and Equitable Stroke Control
The handicap index is intended to show a player’s potential, NOT their average score.  A handicap is a numerical measure of an amateur golfer’s playing ability, based on the tee played for a given course.  This allows players of different abilities to play against each other on more equal terms.

A numerical table with handicap indexes can be found over the computer in the pro shop.

If you have any questions about your “index” please ask for help.  Be careful when reading the charts and make sure that you are reading the values for Ladies and are looking at the correct tees.

Equitable Stroke Control is the system put in place by the RCGA (in Canada) to eliminate the effect of “disaster holes”.  You know, the one hole per round where you put three balls in the water and then five putt.

Equitable stroke control puts a limit on the number of strokes you can count for any one hole, based on your course handicap.  To determine Equitable Stroke Control limits for your round, you must first know your course handicap.  If you do not yet have an established handicap index, you will have to enter the maximum score for some holes.  The Equitable Stroke Control for each particular player is determined on a per “course handicap” basis.  If you are entering your scores on the RCGA system “hole-by-hole”, it will automatically “adjust” your score on each hole and eliminate the need for you to do this.  Scores are NEVER “adjusted” on the course and a player’s “max” is not an option for scoring.  You must hand in a score card with the total stroke count and the ONLY time a score is adjusted is when it’s done on the handicap computer system. 

“SKILL PRIZES”
-Longest drive – your drive must be with your first tee shot and must be on the fairway
-KP (closest to the pin) on the par 3’s – must be closest to the pin with your FIRST shot from the tee
Any player with concerns about Ladies night should contact Maxine Starkewski at mstarkewski@hotmail.com.  If you are sending me an email, identify the subject as ladies night, because if I don’t recognize the sender, it will be deleted without ever being opened.  I will answer your questions/concerns as quickly as possible.
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